
…Torah is acquired with 48 

qualities. These are:  

Study, listening, 

verbalizing, comprehension of the 

heart, awe, fear, humility, joy, 

purity, serving the sages, 

companionship with one's 

contemporaries, debating with 

one's students, tranquility, study 

of the scriptures, study of the 

Mishnah, minimizing engagement 

in business, minimizing 

socialization, minimizing pleasure, 

minimizing sleep, minimizing talk, 

minimizing gaiety, slowness to 

anger, good heartedness, faith in 

the sages, acceptance of 

suffering, knowing one's place, 

satisfaction with one's lot, 

qualifying one's words, not taking 

credit for oneself, likableness, love 

of God, love of humanity, love of 

charity, love of justice, love of 

rebuke, fleeing from honor, lack of 

arrogance in learning, reluctance 

to hand down rulings, participating 

in the burden of one's fellow, 

judging him to the side of merit, 

correcting him, bringing him to a 

peaceful resolution [of his 

disputes], deliberation in study, 

asking and answering, listening 

and illuminating, learning in order 

to teach, learning in order to 

observe, wising one's teacher, 

exactness in conveying a 

teaching, and saying something in 

the name of its speaker…  

 

(Avot 6:6) 

Elul Enrichment: 

Aug 24|Elul 2 – Listening (Shmiyat HaOzen)  

“Na’aseh V’Nishma – We will do, and we will hear.”  (Exodus 24:7) 
 
Between Elul 1 and Elul 28, Jewish custom is to sound the Shofar (typically after morning 
services. And while the Shofar is not blown on Elul 29, this is done to allow a full day to pass 
without the sound of the Shofar prior to its prominent role on Rosh HaShana.  
 
On Rosh HaShana the blowing will be preceded by a blessing, ‘who sanctified us with 
Mitzvot (commandments), and commanded us to listen to the voice of the Shofar. But what 
does this voice come to communicate? 
 
A few classic answers: 
 
1. Recalling the order of events we covered in yesterday’s Elul Enrichment, Moses’s 

ascent up Mount Sinai was accompanied by the sounds of the Shofar. This Shofar was 
communicating that Moses had been successful in turning God’s anger following the 
sin of the Golden Calf, and that God had embraced his Middot HaRachamim – God’s 
compassion and mercy. When we hear the Shofar, we are to understand that God is 
inviting us to seek a brighter future, and to put in the work necessary to become our 
best selves. It is that which gives us confidence that we can be better. 
 

2. “Will a Shofar be sounded in the city and the people not quake?” (Amos 3:6) – The 
Shofar’s call reminds us of human fragility and finitude. It sounds the alarm that time is 
fleeting, and that we must act with purpose, and not take our moments, and those in 
them, for granted.  
 

3. The Shofar harkens to the ram’s horn caught in the thicket during the binding of Isaac 
(Akeidat Yitzchak). Are we able to hear our conscious to recognize those things in our 
lives which are deserving of ultimate sacrifice? Can we put our priorities in order, and 
find meaning in both obligation and altruism? 
 

Listening is the skill we employ once we recognize value in something beyond ourselves. 
Shema Yisrael – Hear O’ Israel – when we accept the yoke of God’s kingship (sounding the 
Shofar of God’s coronation), we practice the critical skill of stretching beyond our selves, 
giving us the tools to care for others as essential parts of God’s broader creation.   




